Homer and Democritus were his favourite authors for research-work. He had, moreover, planned to write a work entitled " Geschichte der literarischen Studien in Alfcertume." Much of Nietzsche's time was also taken up by the laborious and tedious work of preparing an index to the twenty-two volumes of the Elicmischc Museum.
At that time he was unexpectedly appointed Professor of Classical Philology in the University of Bale. His philological treatises in the Hheinische M'usewni had aroused the attention of the university authorities, and they had made inquiries about him. Kitschl recommended him very warmly for the post, so it was decided to offer him the vacant chair. The position was worth, three thousand francs a year. The philosophical faculty of Leipsic quickly conferred on him the degree of doctor without any examination, considering his publications sufficient proof oi; his fitness for it. At that time Nietzsche was barely twenty-five years of age. Certainly this young professor so highly gifted and so honoured was entitled to think himself Fortuna's child.
With this call to Bale we must close the period of " Nietzsche as a learner." It now remains for us to trace the development of his inner life from the time he had left Pforta.
We will give one incident which happened in Bonn, and which, according to Kiclitcr, in his interesting series of lectures on Nietzsche, is typical of our philosopher.
With several other scholars from Pforta, Nietzsche joined the Burschenschaft "JbVanconia," a students' club. The quiet student tried to transform himself into a beer-drinking, duel-fighting youth. At first he was present at most of their numerous carouses, which sometimes took place more than once a week.
These carouses are strange ceremonies, but have a healthy and elevating influence on the youth of Germany, in spite